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Document  No.  5645 


iln  tho  International 
Military  Tribunal  for 
tho  Fir  East 


,-’U  OTH^HS 


AKAKI,  SADAO  AND  OTHJWS 


■AFFIDAVIT 

I,  Alfred  Norman  .vooton  of  344  Dandenong  Road ,  T’.at  St.  Hilda  in  the  ot^te 
of  Victoria  make  oath  and  say: 

In  1942  I  was  Australian  a  H 

Coramerc ini  Secret -ry  in  Malaya.  I  left  Singapore  on  the  morning  of  Sunday 
15th  February  1942  on  a  small  launch,  the  "i  '.ry  Rose".  There  wore  37  others 
in  this  party  including  *»r.  Vivian  Gordon  Bo./den,  Official  Representative  of 
tho  Commonwealth  of  Australia  in  LIal\ya  and  '  r.  John  iuinn,  Politic"!  Secre¬ 
tary  in  the  Office  of  the  Official  AO-resent  live.  .e  reached  Banka  Straits 
in  the  early  hours  of  17  February  1942  when  wo  were  contacted  by  Japanese 
patrol  vessels  and  escorted  into  Uuntok  Harbour,  Banka  Island.  ,e  were 
landed  on  Liuntok  Jetty  about  2.30  o'clock  in  the  aftornoon  and  handed  over 
to  the  Japanese  military  authorities.  «»e  were  then  t"lcen  to  a  cinema  hall 
on  the  foreshore  and  placed  with  some  hundreds  of  others,  British  and  Dutch, 
male  and  female,  armed  s.rvices  nd  civilians.  Mr.  Bowden  told  me  that  he 
intended  to  make  known  to  the  Japanese  our  diplomatic  status  and  to  request 
to  be  taken  before  a  Japanese  offioer.  Mr.  Bowden  then  left  me.  I  was  then 
moved  into  another  portion  of  tho  hall  to  have  my  baggage  examined.  From 
there  I  saw  Jr.  Bowden.  He  appeared  to  bo  spo"king  to  *  Japanese  guard  who 
was  slipping  or  punching  him  and  ondeavouring  to  throw  him  to  the  floor. 

The  guard  seemed  to  be  endeavouring  to  remove  Ur.  Bowden's  gold  wristlet 
watch  and  gold  identification  disc  which  he  also  wore  on  his  wrist.  I  saw 
the  guard  making  passes  at  ?r .  Bowden's  throat  with  his  bayonet  but  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  mo  that  he  was  not  cutting  him  at  the  timo.  The  guard  left 
Jr.  Bowden  but  returned  shortly  after  accompanied  by  another  Japanese  soldier, 
they  both  had  rifles.  They  appcrred  to  speak  to  If.  Bovrden.  I  then  saw  him 
escorted  from  the  hall  by  these  two  Japanese  eoldiors  and  about  twenty  min¬ 
utes  l"tor  I  heard  the  sound  of  two  rifle  shots  boing  fired.  I  have  not 
seen  Jr.  Bowden  sincq  that  time.  He  is  officially  recorded  as  being  dead. 
Shortly  after  this  i  saw  the  two  guards  return  and  clean  their  rifles.  About 
this  time  Mr.  Aiinn  was  sent  with  a  party  of  other  captives  to  bring  water 
from  .a  house  close  by  to  the  cinema  hall.  Ur.  <juinn  subsequently  informed 
me  that  whilst  he  was  "bsent  with  his  p^rty  ho  w's  -pproachad  by  the  Japanese 
guard  who  had  first  assaulted  Ar.  Bowden  and  this  gu^rd  made  signs  to  him 
that  he  had  shot  Jr.  Bowden.  Later  1  was  told  by  -  Dutch  civil  servant, 

Ur.  Getzols  who  was  formerly  Controller  of  Juntok  that  on  the  afternoon  of 
17th  February  he  had  seen  a  guard  at  the  Cinema  Hall  engaged  in  a  dispute 
with  an  elderly  white  haired  gentleman  and  tiv*t  he  had  seen  this  gentleman 
escorted  from  the  hall  by  two  J -panose  soldiers  in  the  direction  of  abuild- 
inc  used  .s  a  Japanese  barracks  lyin*,  some  hundred  yards  or  more  to  tho  right 
of  the  cinema  hall.  He  went  on  to  say  that  he  saw  the  Japanese  gu-rds  kick¬ 
ing  the  elderly  man  in  the  stomach  and  hitting  him  about  tho  head  and  shoul¬ 
ders  with  the  butts  of  their  rifles.  They  went  around  the  corner  of  the 
•barracks  and  he  lost  sight  of  them.  A  short  timo  1  tor  he  hoard  the  sound 
of  two  shots  from  the  direction  in  which  they  had  gone.  .Ir.  Gotzols  also 
told  me  th't  some  two  or  throe  days  after  this  incident  an  elderly  Chinese 

hii  n  on  tho  ftomoon  of  17th  Fobru-ry  ho  hnd  soon  two  JspwoM 
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guards  'escort  on  elderly  v/hita  hairad  gentleman  to  a  spot  to  tha  right  of 


tha  barracks  build  ing,  th  t  thay  had  compelled  this  gentleman  to  dig  a  hole 
in  tha  sand,  had  stood  him  on  tha  edge  of  the  hola  and  shot  him;  Mr»  Bowden 
\ns  an  oldarly  white  haired  gentleman.  ilr.  Gatzals  is  now  dead# 


Sworn  at  Melbourne  in  the 
Stato  of  Victori"  this  8th 
day  of  Octobjr  19^6. 


w,  '(footon 


Before  me 


(U  . illegible ) 


l  Commissioner  for  taking  Declarations 
nd  Affidavits  under  tha  Evidence  Act  1928 


